WINTER 2022

SEMAPHORE

President's Message
Well, 2022 is upon us and I hope that each of you had a Happy New Year!!
The Museum has had an exciting year and we are eagerly looking forward to what this year will bring. Late
in 2020, Vice-President Steve Lorren painted the Shay locomotive and the Frick engine. The lettering was
ordered and made, but winter set in and we had to wait until this past spring for member Dirk Chandler to
apply them. Miss Dorothy is all dressed up now!
The Museum held its Spring Train Days in conjunction with the Townsend Old Timers Days. Our G scale
garden railway was completely renovated by Board member Ed Waigand and featured a battery-operated,
remote-controlled train for the kids to operate. Additionally, a model of Little River Railroad Company Shay
#2147 ran at the top of one of the "mountains" while another locomotive circled the other one.
Local vendors were on hand selling their crafts and homemade ice cream made by a steam-powered churn
provided by members Dirk, April, Natalie, and Noah Chandler was enjoyed by all.
We held an Easter Egg Hunt and sponsored an Art Contest with the local schools as well.

President's Message
continued
During June, July, and August, members, Board members
Ed and Bonnie Waigand presented Kid's Days on the last
Saturday of the month. Various railroad-themed activities
were available as well as the garden railroad to run.

In September we decided to stay open the entire month rather than weekends and it brought us the largest recorded
number of visitors signing our guestbook in the history of the Museum: 1,288! Many more visited after hours or
did not choose to sign the guest book. Our visitors throughout the year came from 46 states and the District of
Columbia and seven foreign countries. For the year the total number of visitors who signed the guest book was
5,798.
The attendance at the Fall Train Days was not as great as in the spring, but many vendors reported better sales than
previously.
We planned to present our second annual "Christmas at the Museum" from 5 pm until 7 pm every Saturday
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Unfortunately, Mother Nature limited to just two Saturdays due to the rain.
We closed out the year with an unexpected donation by Mr. Dean Teaster of several family photographs of Little
River operations. Mr. Teaster was generous enough to enlarge these pictures and have them printed on aluminum
ready for display. We look forward to presenting a display of these pictures when we open on April 2 this year.
Dana Lund, one of our employees, has been updating our Facebook page and posting timely information and
interesting stories. Check-in with us frequently to see what is happening.
I will close by asking our members to consider volunteering to serve on our Board of Directors. We meet on the
first Monday of the month at the Museum. The directors decide the course the Museum will take and what projects
are accomplished. If you are a member that would like to be more active, we have roles for everyone from being a
docent to driving nails.
You may contact me at: littleriverrailroadmuseum@gmail.com
Sincerely,
Neal A. Stone
President

Announcement

Our annual meeting will be held April 30, 2022, at the Musuem
conference room. Our guest speaker will be Joe Holloway of Lenior
City who will present his program on the "History of the Knoxville,
Sevierville and Eastern Railroad". This railroad purchased Little River
Lumber Company locomotive #110 and used it for many years.
Holloway has written a book covering the history of the railroad
between Knoxville and Sevierville and many name it was known by.
The meeting will begin at 10:00 AM during which the membership will
elect Board Members. All currently serving Board members are willing
to serve and are eligible. Holloway will start his program at 11:00 AM
followed by lunch on the grounds.
Please RSVP by email at littleriverrailroadmuseum@gmail.com so we
can prepare enough food. We look forward to seeing you then!

2021 History - Art Contest
2021 Youth Art Contest for ages 5 – 18 depicting the history of the
Little River Railroad & Lumber Company of Townsend, TN. The
contest's First Place winners were Riker Smith in the 5-8 age category,
Ember Smith in the 9-12 age category, and Eli Griffin in the 13-18 age
category. Congratulations to the other winners' Jack Stanley, Sophia
Stanley, Katlynd Long, Ryan Long, Emily Polk, Kairi Smith, and
Audry Samler. The creative artwork was judged by Rindi Martin of the
Townsend City Counsel, Brett Mistak of Brett Mistak Art
Gallery/Studio in Townsend, Arline Boyce of Townsend Artisan Guild,
and Mimi Eichhotz of the Townsend Artisan Guild.
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CURRENT PROJECTS
The preservation of our Shay Locomotive #2147 as
well as our other outdoor exhibit items is an
ongoing effort continually needing work to
preserve them from the elements. Our Shay has a
fresh coat of paint and recently got new lettering
come by and see her looking mighty fine.
Our first priority for 2022 is our new decking project. We have
obtained estimates and plans to build a new deck/platform and
ramp onto the Depot Building that houses the Museum to provide
better safer access for all visitors. This had been our goal for the
last couple of years but as all know Covid struck and 2020 was
spent concentrating on the health of our friends and community
so no projects were worked on keeping with social distancing
recommendations. Even as some of those concerns lessoned in
2021 we learned that the pandemic had put an obstacle on
obtaining building supplies and there would be more of a delay.
We are happy to hear that supplies will soon be delivered and we
look forward to having this deck project completed soon and roll
into our next project..

The Next Project? We are excited about a
reconfiguration plan for a project we had been
struggling with. Sitting in our Restorative Bay
was our little caboose. She had been there for
some time as we worked with the best way to
properly restore her. Wood is not of the
correct size. The original wood is of true
accurate sizing, not modern-day sizing. So we
had debated how to best and accurately be
able to utilize the caboose instead of her just
waiting. A wonderful exciting new idea was
presented to the Board. A prototype model
was designed and It has been voted to convert
the caboose into a replica of the “Elkmont
Observation Car.”. This will portray the
history and the openness of the car will have
many benefits for possibly entertainment
platforms and sitting areas. A committee was
formed for the project and a proposed plan
was developed. Reusable parts have been
organized and once our primary deck project
is completed we will continue with making the
caboose into the "Elkmont Observation Car"

Annual Membership

As a nonprofit organization, we are dependent upon donations. One of the ways you
can donate is by becoming a member of our museum. Annual membership is $21.47,
a figure derived from the number of our museum’s Shay locomotive—2147. Our
other membership option is a Lifetime Membership. To become a lifetime member
requires a one-time donation of $200.00. All members enjoy certain benefits, like a
10% discount in our Gift Shop and an invitation to our annual meeting.

Commemorative Bricks

Another way you can support our museum and help us fund our restoration and
development efforts, as well as the daily operation of our museum, is by purchasing
a commemorative brick. Your commemorative brick will be laid in our Historical
Walkway and engraved with your personal inscription. You can inscribe your brick
paver with your name or the name of someone you want to commemorate or honor.
Our engraved bricks come in three sizes. 1. For a donation of $75.00 you get a 4x8
brick with a maximum of 3 lines of 13 letters 2. For a donation of $150.00 you get a
8x8 brick with a maximum of 5 lines of 13 letters 3. For a donation of $250.00 you
get a 12x12 brick with a maximum of 7 lines of 19 letters

Contact Information
Address: 7747 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend, TN 37882
Phone: (865) 661-0170 Website: www.littleriverrailroad.org
Email: littleriverrailroadmuseum@gmail.com
And please be sure to follow and share us on Facebook
Board of Directors Officers: Neal Stone President, Steve Lorren Vice
President, Sandy Headrick Treasurer Members: Scotty Cashon,
Charlie Hanie, Don Headrick, Mark Snyder
*Please if you are interested in information, volunteering,
membership or serving on board reach out to us.*

